










Surinder Bassi - a fighter for justice 

Surinder Bassi was on the picket line for over a year outside the Burnsall's factory 

in Smethwick. She had gone on strike for the right to join a trade union - the GMB, 
for health and safety, and against forced overtime and low wages. 

Sur ind er, together with Darshan Kaur, became a spokeswoman for this historic strike 
of Asian workers. They travelled the length and breadth of the country - speaking 
to the Timex strikers in Dundee; at the benefit concert held for the Burnsall strikers 
in London; to standing ovations in Chesterfield and Sheffield and at the Women 
Against Pit Closures rally in Hyde Park where Surinder spoke simply and directly 
to thousands of people about the reality of their experiences - the industrial injuries , 
the daily abuse and the employer's sheer contempt for workers' rights . 

Surinder was always the first to challenge the racist management, the strikebreakers, 
and the police who continually harassed the strikers. Her determination and 
enthusiasm and her vibrant personality gave the Burnsall strikers the tenacity and 
strength which carried them through the long months on the picket line and enabled 
them to resist the continual efforts by paid trade union officials to make them 
abandon the strike. 

Surinder was also one of the first to see the importance of support groups for the 
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February 191950 _July 111994 strike. She always had words of encouragement for anyone who brought new ideas 

"To be honest with you, 
we are not tired. We are 
very happy. Yesterday 

at the demonstration we 
saw bosses going past 
with their heads down -
they have never done 
that before ... Our kids 
are really pleased with 
us ... even if what we 

have done doesn't help 
us, the kids will get 

something out of it" 

to win the strike. It was Surinder who would often ask for refreshments to be 
organised for any newcomers and supporters as soon as they arrived. 

In December 1993, Surinder and Darshan came to London for what was to be their 
last trip to the city together. They went to receive the Martin Ennals Award for Civil 
Liberties, in recognition of their courageous struggle for the fundamental trade union 
rights which are currently denied to workers. 

Earlier this year Surinder used her Industrial Tribunal award on equal pay to take 
her daughter Narinder on a holiday to India. Soon after her return she was taken ill. 
She died on 11 July in Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham. 

Surinder came to England from India in 1968. After her two children Narinder and 
Kamaljit were born, she worked for many years in the textile industry in Bradford. 
Later she was self-employed when the family ran a mini-market, before moving to 
Smethwick where Surinder took her place in the history of the trade union movement 

and the struggle of Asian women in Britain against exploitation and racism, a struggle which stretches from Imperial 
Typewriters and Grunwicks in the 1970s to Burnsalls in the 1990s 

In the words of the song written for the Burnsall strikers, 'I am tired of bowing down 
the time has come to rise up and stand tall 

from today I vow to have no fear' 

A poster has been produced commemorating Surinder - the funds raised from its sale will go to her family who are planning to set up a fund 
for black workers in her name. For details contact SASG on 071-713 7907. 

4 Inqilab 






















































	Vol3 No2 P1
	Vol3 No2 P2
	Vol3 No2 P3
	Vol3 No2 P4
	Vol3 No2 P5
	Vol3 No2 P6
	Vol3 No2 P7
	Vol3 No2 P8
	Vol3 No2 P9
	Vol3 No2 P10
	Vol3 No2 P11
	Vol3 No2 P12
	Vol3 No2 P13
	Vol3 No2 P14
	Vol3 No2 P15
	Vol3 No2 P16
	Vol3 No2 P17
	Vol3 No2 P18
	Vol3 No2 P19
	Vol3 No2 P20
	Vol3 No2 P21
	Vol3 No2 P22
	Vol3 No2 P23
	Vol3 No2 P24
	Vol3 No2 P25
	Vol3 No2 P26
	Vol3 No2 P27
	Vol3 No2 P28
	Vol3 No2 P29
	Vol3 No2 P30
	Vol3 No2 P31
	Vol3 No2 P32

